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Synopsis

The first edition of this indispensable classic gave knitters easy-to-follow (and fun-to-read) advice on
producing the knits of their dreams. Drawing on decades of experience as a knitting instructor and
designer, Maggie Righetti offered step-by-step directions on avoiding common mistakes and getting
out of tricky spots.Now, in this completely updated and revised version, Righetti gives readers what
they’ve asked for: advice on making all different garments, working with new patterns and different
kinds of yarn, and even an introduction to her own legendary history. Neither aggressively hip nor
bafflingly encyclopedic, Knitting in Plain English offers basic principles that will make any
project---from a basic blanket to an intricate sweater---rewarding.Having Knitting in Plain English on
the shelf is like having your own knitting teacher available to help at all times with any thorny

problem.
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Customer Reviews

There are a lot of knitting books being published right now with plenty of pretty pictures. This book is
printed in black and white and is 17 years old, so why do you need it? For the simple reason that
every page is filled to the brim with no nonsense knitting advice that the author has gleaned from
her years working as a designer and instructor. If you enjoy chatty instruction books (and | do) then
this is certainly a book to buy.This book covers most of the basics of knitting (as noted before, there
is no section on intarsia) and along the way we are told anecdotes, tricks and cheats. The section
on button holes is one of the best I've read and the author's summing up the chore (it’s like getting a
hippo out of the water, any way you can) is a refreshing change from "perfect every time" button

hole instructions. | personally liked her suggestion to forget the critters entirely and use



snaps.Without a doubt, my favorite chapter is the one on how to tell the structural flaws of a garment
by how the model is posed. Coincidentally, | had received a knitting magazine in the mail the same
day and | was able to apply the author’s advice.Last of all, | liked the projects. | love shawls (though
| am only in my early 20s) and with the peasant look coming back in style, they are once again
viable accessories. The layette set is good for the basics and the author gives many suggestions on
what to do with the silly thing when you are done if you don’t have a child or a grandchild.l do not
know if this book would be good for a brand new knitter (I am intermediate) but if you do decide to
use it to learn | will say what | always say about basic knitting books. BUY ANOTHER BOOK.
Always have two books on the subject so you can compare between the two, look at different

pictures and diagrams, etc.This is a fun and funny book and most certainly a favorite of mine.

As someone new to knitting--and as someone without a mentor to help me--it was imperative that |
find a good book. The first book | found targeted 9 to 14 year olds; I'm in my 30s. However, it was
instant gratification: | could get needles, yarn and a how-to book all at once, and start knitting that
afternoon.After using the little booklet | got in the local crafts store, | was able to make the basic
knit/purl stitch, but | had no idea how to keep track of where | was in a pattern. | had no idea how to
look at a stich and tell whether it had been knit or purled. And although my stitches were quite even
and attractive, | was getting extremely discouraged in trying to keep various patterns straight in my
head: was that the sixth stitch after the yarn-over, or the seventh? Is this a purl row or a knit row?
And when | tried to do a seed stitch, | often ended up making a rib by accident, simply because my
eyes weren’t educated; | didn’t know how to look at the stitches | had just made.How happy was | to
get my copy of /Knitting in Plain English/ by Maggie Righetti! If you're a beginning knitter who has
mastered the simple art of knit and purl stitches, but you need common sense advice on how to
keep track of your knitting... if you want a clear illustration of the visual difference between knit and
purl stiches as they lay on the needle... if you want a great reference for various simple techniques
like I-cord... and if you need a troubleshooting guide with a wonderful index (a well-organized and
thorough index is a key difference, | might add, between a good book and a great one) then this is
the book for you. | can’t recommend it highly enough. What's more, it's well-written and a fun read.In
fact, if you know any beginning knitters, you couldn’t do any better than to make a gift of this book to

them.

This is an excellent book for beginners. | wish | had read it sooner. If you can knit and purl, you're

ready to read this book. The author takes you through several areas of knitting explaining the pitfalls



that can happen and how to avoid them. What | most like about this book is that Righetti stresses
the need to be exact, to plan, to problem solve and to troubleshoot. At the end of the book she has
little projects that she guides you through. Now these are very, very hokey and at least one of them
is downright creepy (that capulet thing) . However, the skills that they teach, and the way she
teaches them, make them very, very worthwhile. For example, in the middle of making a baby
sweater she has you take the work off your needles and try it on a baby and measure it to make
sure it fits--if it doesn’t, she wants you to figure out how to fix the problem. That's what | liked about
Knitting in Plain English. Righetti gives you skills that make you independent. Instead of blindly
following a pattern, hoping against hope that it will somehow turn out, she teaches you to see the
big picture, to think ahead.l have to admit that when | first got this book | was very disappointed.
(very few pictures..LOTS of chapters to read before she even has you pick up a pair of needles)
After | had some knitting experience under my belt, | went back and re-read it. SLOWLY. | was
amazed at how relevant and applicable to my own knitting the book was. All the mistakes | had
made could have easily been avoided. This book will make you a smarter,more effiecient knitter in
control of your craft. It will help you enjoy the process of knitting as well as the finished product.
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